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 (
Do media reflect and mirror the society they are a part of? Or do they influence and subtly change that society? Or is it more complicated than that? This course aims to take a critical look at the significant control the mass media has over an individual in society by deconstructing the way the media targets and manipulates an audience. 
This programme is assessed against 21 internal and external Level 3 Achievement Standards. 
)






 (
Television the drug of the nation
Breeding ignorance and feeding radiation
-Disposable Heroes of Hiphoprisy
) (
“Whoever controls the media controls the mind.” –Jim Morrison
) (
Today we are beginning to notice that the new media are not just mechanical gimmicks for creating worlds of illusion, but new languages with new and unique powers of expression.”
    -Marshall McLuhan
) (
“Don’t hate the media, become the media.”
-Jello 
Biafra
)
 (
“All Media exist to invest our lives with artificial perceptions and arbitrary values.” –Marshall McLuhan
) (
“Movies can and do have tremendous influence in shaping young lives in the realm of entertainment towards the ideals and objectives of normal adulthood.” -Walt Disney
)The Media’s the most powerful entity on earth. They have the power to make the innocent guilty and to make the guilty innocent, and that’s power. Because they control the minds of the masses. - Malcolm X
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Introduction
Welcome to Media Studies for 2013. This course is a mixture of both practical assessments and written theory based assessments. The two external assessments are each in the form of a written essay.
We will be looking at how society and the media interrelate. An understanding of society plays a large part of this course. If there are large gaps in your knowledge about history you will be expected to fill these gaps. 
The media would not exist without society and society is reflected, moderated and reconstructed through the media. Read the quotes above. What do they mean? Who are the people who said them?
Remember all forms of media are about:
a) Making money
b) Making versions of reality
c) The creation of messages and values
d) The importance of audiences (in order to make money)
In analysing the media, we must ask ourselves, “who has created this media product and what is their purpose?” It may be to inform, misinform, entertain or persuade.
You must be prepared to argue your point of view supported by examples. This is where an understanding of society and culture is important.

Expectations
· It is expected that you attend class regularly.
· You are expected to be on time to every period.
· You need to respect other people’s points of view, especially if they differ from your own.
· You will need to think for yourselves. We will not provide answers for you. From time to time we will give you partial exemplars but never a whole answer.
· If you want to work in the media industry you must learn to conform to deadlines. We expect the same. This means you need to allow for last minute technical difficulties and you MUST NOT leave your work to the last minute.
· You should follow current events as this will help you in many aspects of the course.
· When doing group work you must be considerate of the other group members and work as a team
Year 13 Media Studies Course Assessments 2013
	
	

Title
	

Assessment
	

Credits
	

Date Completed

	AS91490
3.1
	Demonstrate understanding of an aspect of a media industry
	External
	4
	

	AS91491
3.2
	Demonstrate understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings
	Internal
	3
	4th April

	AS91493
3.4
	Demonstrate understanding of a relationship between a media genre and society
	External
	4
	

	AS91494
3.5
	Produce a design for a media product that meets the requirements of a brief
	Internal
	4
	Checkpoint 16th April
Final 28th May

	AS91495
3.6
	Produce a media product to meet the requirements of a brief
	Internal
	6
	Test screening 15th August
Final 27th August




The Internal Assessments
Summary of Requirements for Standards
This section contains a summary of the expected outcomes for each of the Media standards. The purpose of this summary is to give a simplified and easily accessed idea of what will be assessed for each standard. These summaries in no way replace the actual achievement standards. Teachers will both provide access to the standards and will explain the standards to the students during the normal teaching and learning process. As all assessments are Achievement Standards students can achieve each standard with an ‘achieved,’ ‘merit’ or ‘excellence’.

3.2: Demonstrate understanding of the meaning of a media text through different readings, 3 Credits
This achievement standard requires students to close read a directors’ work and explain the meaning of a film through different readings. Different readings involve interpreting the text from different perspectives or theoretical viewpoints in order to understand a possible meaning.  Perspectives or viewpoints may include: genre, technical, cultural, psychological, political, historical, sociological, etc.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will chose their director and will be given time in class to write and receive feedback on their reports. The report may also be worked on outside of class time but for authenticity purposes most of this assessment must not be completed unsupervised. To achieve with merit students will show in-depth understanding which involves analysing the effect of different readings of a media text. To achieve with excellence students will show perceptive understanding which involves evaluating the significance of the effect of different readings for the text and/or society.  This significance may include aesthetic, social, cultural, political, historical, economic, technological, or ideological considerations. All assignments must be handed in before the end of the school day on the 4th April.  There are no opportunities for reassessment or resubmission of this assessment. 


3.5: Produce a design for a media product that meets the requirements of a brief, 4 credits
This achievement standard involves completing concept, treatment, and pre-production activities that demonstrate design choices that meet the requirements of a brief and show evidence of reflection and/or refinement. To achieve with merit students will produce a convincing design which will engage the target audience. To achieve with excellence students will produce a compelling design which will command and capture audience attention. 
Students can choose their own product and style (i.e documentary film, short film, feature magazine article, feature newspaper article etc). Students must have a clear target audience and presentation context for their product. The films made need to be suitable to be shown publicly at the Burnside High School Film Festival on the 23rd October. 
This is an individual assessment. Although pairs and groups may produce their product together, and will discuss aspects of what they are planning, concepts must be entirely written individually. Teachers will have models and templates to help students and may provide feedback to students as they are deciding and working on their concepts. Students may develop their ideas outside of class but for authenticity purposes students must be supervised completing most of this assessment. Students will be given five periods in class for this which must be completed before 16th April. Teachers will then read these plans and are able to give suggestions of improvements which can then be made outside of class. The final re-worked design and plan is due before 28th May. The Burnside High School procedures must be followed for any extensions on assessments. There is no resubmission or reassessment opportunity for this assessment.

3.6: Produce a media product to meet the requirements of a brief, 6 Credits
Students will work individually, in pairs or in threes, to produce a media product from one concept (the 3.5 assessment), which uses production technology and media conventions with control to meet the requirements of a brief.  To achieve with merit students will produce a convincing media product which involves the deliberate selection and application of production technology and media conventions to engage an audience. To achieve with excellence students will produce a compelling media product which involves the effective selection and application of production technology and media conventions to command and capture audience attention. 
When working in pairs or threes, the final grade each student receives is for their own contribution to the finished product. Students will often take different roles within their groups but the contribution of each student must be significant, clearly identifiable and assessable.
Teachers can provide feedback and offer advice throughout the production process. Students should make the most of opportunities to receive varied feedback on their work-in-progress (especially from their target audience). 
Students must be ready to show their almost completed product on 15th or 16th August, where they will ask for audience feedback. Final alterations and improvements can then be made to their product. 27th August is the final day for the finished products to be handed in. No products will be accepted after this date. Students must be prepared for equipment or subject failures and must account for these in their planning so that they can still meet this deadline. The Burnside High School procedures must be followed for any extensions on assessments. There is no resubmission or reassessment opportunity for this assessment. The best products will be shown in the Burnside High School Film Festival on the 23rd October in the Aurora centre.
The External Assessments

3.1: Demonstrate understanding of an aspect of a media industry, 4 Credits
This achievement standard involves identifying an aspect of a media industry and explaining how and/or why this aspect operates in the industry.  To achieve with merit students need to show an in depth understanding which involves analysing an aspect of a media industry by explaining its impact on the industry and/or society. An impact may be social, cultural, political, historical, economic, technological, or ideological. To achieve with excellence students need to show perceptive understanding which involves evaluating an aspect of a media industry by drawing conclusions about the wider significance for the industry and/or society.
The class will all study the same industry. Students will be assessed in an external exam at the end of the year for this standard. The assessment is in the form of a written essay. The skills needed to write these essays will be developed throughout the year and revisited in study times in term four. Students should have written at least one practice essay before the school practice examinations.

3.4: Demonstrate understanding of a relationship between a media genre and society, 4 Credits 
This achievement standard involves explaining a relationship between a media genre and society. To achieve with merit students will show an in-depth understanding which involves analysing a relationship between a media genre and society by explaining its impact on the genre and/or society.  An impact may be social, cultural, political, historical, economic, technological, or ideological. To achieve with excellence students need to show a perceptive understanding which involves evaluating the impact of a relationship between a media genre and society on the genre and/or society.
 Students will study a range of texts in class to develop their understanding of the relationship between one particular media genre and society. 
Relationship refers to the influence of the genre on society and the influence of society on the genre, and may include developments over time. Influences of society on the genre may include political and economic climate; ideological, moral, spiritual and social values; technological changes; audience demand etc.
Students will be assessed in an external exam at the end of the year for this standard. The assessment is in the form of a written essay. The skills needed to write these essays will be developed throughout the year and revisited in study times in term four. Students should have written at least one practice essay before the school practice examinations.











Good luck for a rewarding and successful year in Media Studies! Kia kaha te mahi!
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